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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Massive $5,000,000 Grant Headed to Upper Big Blue NRD  
Funds Will Benefit Water Quality and Supplies In High Priority Areas 

 
The Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District has been awarded a $5,000,000 “Agricultural Water Enhancement 
Program (AWEP)” grant from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service that will help pay for new  
water saving programs in water quality priority areas in the NRD.  
 
The AWEP grant will support a five-year, $5 million project that will pay incentives to landowners for several water 
saving practices throughout ten townships in York County and two townships in southeastern Hamilton County as a 
first priority component of the grant.  These first priority projects that can be funded include:  1). Conversion of      
furrow irrigation to center pivot or sub-surface drip irrigation;  2). Implementing real-time irrigation scheduling using 
soil moisture monitoring equipment and installation of water meters; and, 3). Conversion of irrigated acres to dryland 
or grassland.  The secondary priority area includes lands in the Wellhead Protection Areas surrounding all  
communities in the Upper Big Blue NRD. 
 
“This is a tremendous opportunity for producers in the Upper Big Blue NRD’s Phase II Water Quality Management 
Area of York and Hamilton Counties to reap the benefits of utilizing water saving equipment in their operations,” 
stated Rod DeBuhr, Upper Big Blue NRD Water Department Manager and writer of the grant.  “Obviously this  
translates into a boon for producers to improve their water savings, which directly correlates into increasing their  
bottom-line.  Moreover, the conservation of water improves the condition of the environment and further sustains the 
favorable aquifer conditions throughout the entire District.  This grant truly creates a win-win-win situation.” 
 
The Upper Big Blue NRD’s grant application was one of only 28 applications that were funded nationally and one of 
three in Nebraska.  The FY2010 first phase of grant funding is for $1,012,530.  This is the first of several phases for 
funding distribution. 
 
Kris Ethridge, District Conservationist for the Natural Resources Conservation Service, concurs that “a grant of this 
magnitude takes on the challenge of water conservation head-on and opens the door to realizing viable solutions to 
securing the future of available water and protecting this natural resource for generations.  This is an incredible  
opportunity that comes at time when we need it the most.  Ultimately, the entire state of Nebraska has benefitted in a 
remarkable way because of this grant.”  
 
Irrigators are being urged to contact their local NRCS office now to apply for participation in the first year of the 
AWEP grant program.  The sign-up deadline for fiscal year 2010 funding is August 6th.  For more information call the 
York County NRCS office at (402) 362-4906. 

                   - more - 
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If you would like information on any of the services that the Upper Big Blue NRD provides, or have any questions 
please feel free to contact:   

CONTACT: 
Scott Snell, Public Relations  
105 N. Lincoln Avenue 
York, NE  68467 
(402)-362-6601 

 
Below is the service area that the $5,000,000 “Agricultural Water Enhancement Program 
(AWEP)” grant will be applied to for water conservation: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nebraska’s NRDs:  Protecting Lives, Protecting Property, Protecting the Future... 
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Upper Big Blue NRD Receives $250,000 as a Second Installment of  
Grant from The Nebraska Environmental Trust  

 
The Upper Big Blue NRD has received $250,000 from The Nebraska Environmental Trust, which is the second 
installment of three for a total grant of $900,000.  The third and final installment should be awarded in the spring 
of 2009.  Fiscal years for the program administering this funding begin April 2006, April 2007, and April 2008.   
 
This grant is being used to provide cost-share dollars towards the purchase of irrigation flow meters in the  
District.  This grant project entitled “Irrigation Water Management Improvement Project” has already received an 
overwhelming response from Upper Big Blue NRD irrigators, as all the funds allotted for the three years has been 
spoken for.   
 
During certification of irrigated acres this past winter and spring, the Upper Big Blue NRD staff took enough  
applications to fill ALL three years of the funding.  Because this funding is administered to the Upper Big Blue 
NRD from The Nebraska Environmental Trust, funding for individual fiscal years to the NRD is   
NOT GUARANTEED UNTIL CONFIRMATION  from The Nebraska Environmental Trust at the beginning of 
that fiscal year.   
 
Therefore, if you have applied for the program, you should not expect confirmation from the NRD until the fiscal 
year in which your application was filed.  Those applications that were received from November 22, 2006 to 
January 4, 2007, fall under Fiscal Year 2 (April 2007) of the program and you can expect notification by mail 
from the NRD during this year.  Those applications that were received by  the NRD from January 5 to February 
5, 2007, can expect confirmation on status during Fiscal Year 3 (April 2008) ONCE  the NRD receives  
confirmation from The Nebraska Environmental Trust for Fiscal Year 3 of the program.  Those applications  
received after February 5, 2007, are on the waiting list for funding dependent on what happens in front of them. 
 
The goal of the project is to fund approximately 1,800-2,000 flow meters (one per land owner) up to $500 per 
flow meter.  This project is one of 67 statewide projects receiving $11,818,742.00 in lottery proceeds this year 
from The Nebraska Environmental Trust. 
 
The Upper Big Blue NRD includes all or parts of nine counties including Adams, Butler, Clay, Hamilton,  
Fillmore, Polk, Saline, Seward and York Counties.  The District has over 1.1 million irrigated acres utilizing 
nearly 12,000 high capacity ground water wells.  All of the thirty-two communities and all rural residents in the 
Upper Big Blue NRD depend on ground water for their domestic water supply. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
May 21, 2007 



Currently, ground water levels are 1.38 feet below the Reporting Trigger, thus activating the requirement for  
irrigated acres to be certified, however water meters are not required unless it is a new or replacement well.  If the 
Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District Average Ground Water Level falls more than 1.62 feet below the 
Spring 2007 District Average Ground Water Level, then allocation of ground water will begin and water meters 
will become mandatory on all high capacity wells District-wide .  (The District Average Ground Water Level is 
determined each spring by measuring the static ground water level in over 500 wells across the NRD).   
 
The initial goal of the management area regulations in 1979 was to hold the rate of decline in the Upper Big Blue 
NRD’s Average Ground Water Level to 0.50 feet per year.  The Upper Big Blue NRD’s Observation Well  
Program includes a network of over 500 wells within the NRD that are measured each year to calculate the  
average ground water level.  Through the conservation efforts of ground water users, and because of an extended 
period of above average rainfall in the 1980s and 1990s, the Average Ground Water Level in the Upper Big Blue 
NRD rose significantly to a level in the year 2000 that was approximately seven feet higher than the 1961 level, 
and fourteen feet higher than the low level of 1976 to 1981.  In 1990, the Upper Big Blue NRD established the 
goal of holding the Average Ground Water Level to above the 1978 level. 
 
In January 2004, the Upper Big Blue NRD changed Rule #5 of the Ground Water Management Area Rules and 
Regulations, which now requires that producers will be responsible for installing flow meters on existing wells if 
the average ground water level declines to the allocation level.  Once the allocation level is reached, high capacity 
well owners must install meters.  If the allocation level is reached, and if producers and other users have not  
installed flow meters by the next calendar year, then those ground water users will not be allowed to pump 
ground water until a flow meter is installed.  As of March 1, 2004, all new wells and replacement wells installed 
in the Upper Big Blue NRD are required to have a flow meter.    
 
The Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District has been extremely fortunate enough to receive such a grant of 
this caliber that will ultimately benefit a great number of Nebraska producers.  We are both privileged and excited 
about the possibilities that this grant will provide being funded exclusively by The Nebraska Environmental 
Trust.  The Trust is funded by proceeds of the Nebraska Lottery and private donations and has awarded more than 
$89 million to conservation projects in Nebraska since 1994.   
 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

NRD Awarded $105,600 Grant—Upper Big Blue NRD Board of Directors 
Met on October 19, 2006 

 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Board of Directors met Thursday, October 19, 2006, at the Upper Big Blue Natural  
Resources District office to discuss and vote on September’s committee actions and reports. 
 
$105,600 Grant awarded to the NRD for the BLUE RIVER BASIN GROUNDWATER MODELING Project: 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Projects Department is currently working on a Groundwater Computer Model for the 
Big Blue and the Little Blue Basins.  At the September Nebraska Natural Resources Commission (NNRC) 
Board meeting of the Nebraska Natural Resources Department, the NNRC Commissioners approved a $105,600 
grant application for the Blue Basin Groundwater Model.  Of the 14 grants that the NNRC approved to fund, the  
Upper Big Blue NRD grant ranked #1 in the application process.    
 
The Groundwater Computer Model will be used to determine the hydrologic connection between ground water 
and surface water inside the Blue River Basin.  This hydrologic connection in the Blue River Basin will  
provide information as to what areas in the basin could be determined to be fully appropriated by the Nebraska 
Department of Natural Resources (state agency).   Full appropriation may happen in areas where stream flow is 
not adequate for existing surface water rights. 
 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Board approved the motion that the NRD (Grantee) enter into the Interrelated Water 
Management Plan Program Grant Award Contract No. 06-01-001 with the Nebraska Natural Resources  
Department (Grantor) for the purpose of developing the Blue River Basin Groundwater Model.  ♦ 
 
 
HAMILTON COUNTY news: 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Board of Directors passed a motion to approve a well construction permit for the 
proposed Aventine Renewable Energy, Inc.—Aurora West Ethanol Plant.  The plant is to be located just west of 
Aurora, NE, in Section 6, Township 10 North, Range 6 West, Hamilton County.  The facility will have the  
capacity to produce 220 million gallons of ethanol per year from 80 million bushels of corn.  ♦ 
 
CLAY  COUNTY news: 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Board of Directors passed a motion to approve a well construction permit for the  
proposed American Ethanol—Sutton Ethanol Plant.  The plant is to be located seven miles west of Sutton, NE, 
in Section 4, Township 7 North, Range 6 West, Clay County.  The facility will have the capacity to produce 110 
million gallons of ethanol per year from 40 million bushels of corn.  ♦   
 
It should be noted that the Upper Big Blue NRD is the only NRD in the State of Nebraska that requires  
proposed ethanol plants to conduct a study as to what impact the pumping of ground water by the plant will 
have on surrounding irrigation wells.  Only after this study is conducted will the NRD consider approval for a 
well permit to a proposed ethanol plant.  ♦ 

October 24, 2006 



Also pertaining to Clay County, the Upper Big Blue NRD Board of Directors approved making a final pay-
ment of $9,069.44 to the City of Sutton for the construction of the School Creek Hiking & Biking Trail from 
Ash Street to Sutton Public High School.  The approximately 1-mile long concrete trail is complete and is 
seeing a great deal of use.  ♦ 
 
 
FLOW METER COST-SHARE news: 
Fifty flow meters have been installed this month and the NRD staff has inspected and approved these installations.  
The NRD approved payment of $23,859.63 in cost-share for these 50 meters.  Cost-share money for the Flow Meter  
Program has come to the Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District in the form of a $900,000 grant from The  
Nebraska Environmental Trust.  The total grant amount will be disbursed over a three-year period.   
 
Since April 2006 when the Flow Meter Cost-Share Program began, the Upper Big Blue NRD has received 435  
applications for flow meters, of which 209 flow meters have been installed and inspected.  A total of $108,555.10 of 
cost-share was paid out by the NRD to assist producers with the installation of the 209 flow meters.  Additionally, 
$108,944.90 is obligated in cost-share for the flow meters awaiting the application approval.  This leaves a balance of 
$132,500.00 to be used as cost-share on new applications for flow meters through June 30, 2007.  The total budget for 
flow meters this fiscal year FY2006 (July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007) is $350,000.00.   
 
The grant should be able to provide enough cost-share funding for 1,800 new flow meters available across the Upper 
Big Blue NRD.  (The Trust is funded by proceeds from the Nebraska Lottery and private donations, and has awarded 
more than $89 million to conservation projects in Nebraska since 1994).  If you are interested in receiving cost-share 
for flow meters, please contact the Upper Big Blue NRD at (402) 362-6601.  ♦  
 
 
DISTRICT-WIDE news: 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Board of Directors passed a motion that the Upper Big Blue NRD send a letter 
asking Governor Heinemann to not sign the Platte River Cooperative Agreement with regard to possible  
impacts to the Upper Big Blue NRD and the State of Nebraska.  The NRD Board is concerned that not all of 
the costs to the residents of Nebraska have been fully explained or evaluated, and that if the Agreement is 
signed, it could have long lasting negative impacts to the economy of Nebraska.  ♦ 
 
The Board approved $1,182.56 of Land Treatment Program cost-share payments on 1 application for Nebraska Soil & 
Water Conservation Program (NSWCP) funds to cost-share on conservation practices for the implementation of  
1 planned grazing system.  ♦ 
 
Board approval also was given for Aquifer Quality Well Abandonment Cost-Share Assistance Program (AQWACAP) 
payments totaling $2,676.71 for 6 well-abandonments.  These cost-share payments provide incentives for cooperators 
to install and maintain conservation practices throughout the District for the purpose of conserving Nebraska’s natural 
resources.  ♦ 
  
Throughout the month of September 2006, 10 well construction permits were issued.  This brings the total for calendar 
year 2006 to 110 well construction permits.  ♦ 
 
 
In other news: 
The Upper Big Blue NRD Board of Directors passed the motion for setting the cost for the FY2007 NRD Tree and 
Shrub Program at $.65 per tree/shrub and a planting cost of $.45 per tree/shrub (these are same costs from FY2006).  ♦ 
 
This concludes the actions of the Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District Board of Directors meeting of October 
19, 2006.                                                                             
                                                                                           ### 
 
 
 



If you would like information on any of the services that the Upper Big Blue NRD provides, or have any questions 
please feel free to contact:   

CONTACT: 
Scott Snell, Public Relations  
105 N. Lincoln Avenue 
York, NE  68467 
(402)-362-6601 



  April 26, 2006

NRD is awarded $900,000 Nebraska Environmental Trust grant
The Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District has been awarded a $900,000 grant from The Nebraska
Environmental Trust to cost-share on irrigation flowmeters.  The total grant amount will be disbursed
over a three-year period.  The grant should be able to provide enough cost-share funding for 1,800 new
flowmeters available across the Upper Big Blue NRD.

In order to provide enough cost-sharing opportunities for District citizens, the NRD will provide cost-
share of one flowmeter per owner who meets the application process guidelines.  

Also, the NRD Water Department has revised the Approved Flowmeter List which includes three
additional meters for irrigation, three meters for non-irrigation purposes, and changes in installation
specifications for the Siemans brand meter from the previous approved list.  The following flowmeters
are approved for use to record groundwater withdrawals required by the District’s Groundwater
Management Area Rules and Regulations.  An approved flowmeter must be installed when it is required
by the District’s Groundwater Management Area Rules and Regulations or when the District is providing
cost-share assistance for the flowmeter, which is the case with receiving this Nebraska Environmental
Trust grant.

The revised Approved Flowmeter list is as follows dated March 2006:

McCrometer Propeller Flowmeters (all models).
Sparling Series 300 Irrigation meters (Models 312 and 314).
EMCO Hydro-Flow Model 2200 with an Ace Irrigattion & Manufacturing ICE-BOX solar  

battery/remote display.
Senninger Flo-Wise SC Ag Rotor Meter.
Siemans – Sitrans f Mag 8000 Irrigation Flowmeter.
SeaMetrics – AG1000/2000-Series Irrigation Magmeter.
Geyser Flow Meter (all models).

The following details cover Program Eligibility, Program Requirements and Cost-Share Rate:

Program Eligibility:
•A landowner shall be eligible for one flowmeter for the life of this program.
•The flowmeter must be associated with an irrigation system located in the District.
•Irrigation wells permitted by the District after March 1, 2004 are not eligible for cost-share.
•A flowmeter purchased or installed prior to approval of the cost-share application is not eligible          

     for cost-share.



Program Requirements:
•The flowmeter must be new.
•The flowmeter must be a model approved by the District.
•The installation must comply with the District’s minimum installation requirements.
•Each flowmeter must measure groundwater withdrawal from an irrigation well.
•The flowmeter must be used at the installed location for a minimum of three years.
•The landowner shall be responsible for operation, repair and maintenance of the flowmeter.
•The landowner must agree to report groundwater withdrawal measured by the flowmeter for three    

 consecutive years beginning with the first full operational irrigation season after the flowmeter is
installed.

Cost-Share Rate: 
The cost-share rate shall be 50% of the county average cost (minus other cost-share funds) or 50% of the
actual cost (minus other cost-share funds), whichever is less.  The maximum cost-share for this practice
shall be $500.  The minimum cost-share payment is $100.  

If you are interested in applying for this flowmeter cost-share program, please contact the Upper Big Blue
NRD at (402) 362-6601.

The Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District has been extremely fortunate enough to receive such a
grant of this caliber that will ultimately benefit a great number of Nebraska producers.  We are both
privileged and excited about the possibilities that this grant will provide being funded exclusively by The
Nebraska Environmental Trust.  The Trust is funded by proceeds of the Nebraska Lottery and private
donations and has awarded more than $89 million to conservation projects in Nebraska since 1994.  

          ###

If you would like information on any of the services that the Upper Big Blue NRD provides, or have any
questions/comments, please feel free to contact:  

Scott Snell, Public Relations Specialist
Upper Big Blue NRD
105 N. Lincoln Avenue
York, NE  68467
Phone:  (402)-362-6601 Email:        ssnell@upperbigblue.org
Fax:      (402)-362-1849 Website:     www.upperbigblue.org

mailto:ssnell@upperbigblue.org
http://www.upperbigblue.org/
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